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Liturgy of the Word – The Creed ( Consubstantial) 
 
 

When we begin to proclaim our updated Profession of Faith – our Creed – one of the words we 
will use is likely to cause us to stop and wonder.  It is a word we will use to proclaim that God the 
Father, and God the Son…are One God.  The word is “consubstantial” (con·sub·stan·tial , 
pronounced (kon-suh’b-stan -shuh’l).   It replaces the phrase “one in Being.” 
 
Instead of proclaiming that our Lord Jesus Christ is “one in being” with the Father, we will 
proclaim that Christ is “consubstantial” with the Father.  Until we get used to this word and 
understand its meaning, it will seem like a mouthful. 
 
When we do understand its full meaning, and know that it is a word arrived at by prayerful 
theologians and bishops that have studied the ancient languages of the Church, it will become for 
us a word that deserves our respect and attention as being the right word to describe the 
relationship between Jesus and the Father, a relationship that is immensely important. 
 
When the early Church councils forged a vocabulary that carefully expressed orthodox faith, they 
chose this word to express the dogma of Jesus’ divinity.  The Latin word means, “having [one 
and] the same [or identical] substance,” which is even more fundamental than “one in Being.” 
 
In Latin, the prefix “con” means “together,” or “commingle.”  The root word “substanti” means 
“substance” or “essence.” And the suffix “ālis” means “all” in the sense of having the [same] form 
or character of that named by the stem or root word.  
 
“Consubstantial” is a very unusual word, but it is describing something that is very unusual – the 
divine nature of Jesus Christ – a word that best expresses the ancient faith that the Son of God 
shares the same divine life equally with the Father, and has for all eternity. 


